
Hol low stems 
F lower  t ypes  inc lude  de lph in iums ,  amary l l i s ,  dah l i a  and  mo l luce l l a

Cut  the  s tems  a t  an  ang le  and  remove  the  lower  l eaves .  Turn  the  f lower
ups ide  down and  f i l l  the  ho l low  s tem w i th  water .  To  keep  the  l i qu id  in ,  you
can  p lace  your  thumb over  the  open ing  a t  the  bot tom o f  the  s tem and
p lace  in to  the  water  o r  s imp ly  p lug  w i th  a  sma l l  p iece  o f  co t ton .  The  water
t rapped  ins ide  w i l l  keep  the  s tem s t rong  and  s t ra i gh t .  

Bulbous  stems
F lower  t ypes  inc lude  da f fod i l ,  hyac in ths ,  tu l ips  and  i r i s

Most  bu lbous  f lowers  a re  pu l l ed ,  no t  cu t ,  f rom the  p lan t  by  g rowers .  Cu t
where  the  g reen  on  the  s tem s ta r t s ,  j us t  above  the  wh i te  bu lb .  Ex t reme ly
so f t  s tems  such  as  hyac in ths  and  da f fod i l s  a re  bes t  cu t  hor i zonta l .  P l ace  in
co ld  water ,  un less  the  f lowers  a re  open .  Warm water  speeds  up  the
deve lopment  o f  bu lbous  f lowers .  

Note :  Da f fod i l s  exude  po i sonous  sap  when  cu t .  Avo id  p lac ing  in  vase  w i th
other  f l owers .  They  shou ld  a lways  be  cond i t ioned  separa te l y .  

Woody stems
F lower  t ypes  inc lude  l i l a cs ,  v iburnum,  hydrangea ,  m imosa

C u t  t h e  s t e m s  a t  a n  a n g l e ,  s l i t  u p  t h e  s t e m  e n d s  b y  a p p r o x  2 c m .  R e m o v e
a l l  t h e  l o w e r  f o l i a g e  b e l o w  t h e  w a t e r  l i n e ,  a n d  p l a c e  i n t o  w a t e r  w i t h  f l o w e r
f o o d  ( o p t i o n a l ) .  D o  n o t  c r u s h  t h e  e n d s  o f  s t e m s .  
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S T E M T Y P E  CONDI T I ONI NG GUI DE
Cond i t ion ing  f lowers  invo l ves  the

prepara t ion  o f  cu t  p lan t  mater i a l  p r io r  to
ar rang ing  to  pro long  longevity  i n  d i sp lays

and  ensure  they  look  the i r  bes t !
 

P l an t  mater i a l  shou ld  be  cond i t ioned
accord ing  to  the  s tem t ype :  ho l low ,

bu lbous ,  woody  or  m i l k y .   

F o r  c o n d i t i o n i n g
i n f o r ma t i o n  o n  t h e
b a s i c s  &  c o mmo n

p r o b l e ms ,  v i s i t  g u i d e s
i n  t h e  ' R e s o u r c e s . '  

Milky  stems
F lower  t ypes  inc lude  euphorb ia  

The  s tems  exude  a  m i l k y  subs tance  ca l l ed
la tex  when  cu t .  Th i s  can  be  a  sk in  i r r i t an t .
When  cu t ,  the  s tems  need  to  be  seared
be fore  add ing  to  an  a r rangement .  D ip  in
bo i l i ng  water  fo r  30  seconds  or  app l y  a
f l ame  to  sea l  i t .   
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